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THE PRESBYTERY OF SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS 

GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING 

First Presbyterian Church, Effingham, Illinois 

Tuesday, July 17, 2014 

 

AGENDA 

Convene with Meditation and Prayer – Anne Jones 

Roll  

Docket  

Order of the Day – When Paul Saegesser arrives we will discuss his report 

The Treasurer Paul Saegesser 

 Financial Report (Pages 9-13) 

 First Reading of the Budget for 2015 – When do we want to present it for first reading – (Pages 14-16) 

 August Presbytery or Fall Regional meetings? 

 

Minutes –March 18, 2014 – (Pages 3-6) 

Discussion – What are our dreams? 

What do we need to let go in order to work toward our dreams? (Mind-set, programs, etc.) 

Report from Generosity Task Force – Chris Williams, Beau Brown 

Lunch 

  

The Moderator of General Council        Mary Turner 

  

_____ 1. Request from Bob Holloway to give donation to the prayer house in Malawi 

 

_____ 2.     Office Space Task Force Report 

 

_____ 3. $100,000 from the Synod – we need to describe our general purpose for use of the money 
  
_____ 4. Stewardship Direction – See review again (Pages 7-8) 

 

_____ 5. Evaluation of Regional Meetings 

  

_____ The Commission of Trustees (BOT) Bill Capel 

 Update on Cemetery – Coralee Lawder is tracking this situation 

 

_____ The Committee on Representations (COR) Dennis Hamilton 

   Report on meeting held on July 15 – vacancies still need to be filled  

  

_____ The Personnel Committee (PC)  Jan Hawkins 

   

_____ Camp and Conference Board of Directors Ken Bryant 

 

_____ The Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM)        Rodger Allen and/or Larry Moslener  
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_____ The Presbyterian Women (PWP) Phyllis Warnick 

 

_____ The Committee on Ministry (COM) George Johnston 

 Appointment/Election of AC for Sparta Trinity 

      

_____ Report from Worship Planning Team Ken Bryant 

 

_____ Report from A.R.M.S.S. Representative Pauline Rowles 

   

____ The Moderator Dan Kingery 

  

_____ Synod Commissioners John Swick or Laurie Williams 

 

_____ The Transitional Executive Presbyter Anne Jones 

  

_____ The Stated Clerk Cindy Bean 

   1. August meeting – request from LPTS Church Relations to attend meeting, GA 

  Commissioners report, do we want a presentation on Your Iceberg is Melting? 

   2. September/October regional meetings – Generosity Task Force wants a large amount of  

    Time at the regional meetings and one region has their meeting planned… 

   3.  November  meeting – request for docket time for Ed Thompson, vote on GA overtures 

          Reminder of GC Policy re: GC Help at Pby Mtg & Pby Policy on Mtg Papers 

_____ Miscellaneous 

 Adjourn with Prayer 
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THE PRESBYTERY OF SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS 

GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING 

First Presbyterian Church, Effingham, Illinois 

Tuesday, March 18, 2014 

 

The General Council meeting of the Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois was held at the First Presbyterian 

Church, Effingham, Illinois on Tuesday, March 18, 2014.  The meeting was called to order by Moderator Mary 

Turner at 10:06 a.m., with prayer and meditation led by Dan Kingery. A quorum was present.  Janice West will 

conduct the meditation/devotion period during the next meeting. 

 

Present: 

Mary Turner, Janice West, Anne Jones, Cindy Bean, George Johnston, Jan Hawkins, Dan Kingery, Carol 

McDonald, Paul Phillips, Loren Prest, Laurie Williams,  

 

Absent: 

Dennis Hamilton, Monte Reichenberg, John Swick, Cynthia Lawder, and Bill Capel 

 

Also Present: 

Coralee Lawder, Personnel Committee 

 

Docket 

It was VOTED to approve the agenda for this meeting. 

Minutes 

It was VOTED to approve the minutes from the Teleconference Meeting on January 16, 2014 and the minutes 

from the rescheduled face-to-face meeting held on January 30, 2014. 

 

Carol thanked everyone for their prayers and support concerning the death of her husband. 

Discussion  

Carol presented a video entitled The Abilene Paradox which illustrated how people support plans they really 

don’t believe in, which could lead to an insignificant outcome. Carol encouraged the members, while watching 

the video, to think about what impact the video could have on the presbytery.  

 

The video asks the question, “What if our problems don’t stem from a conflict at all but from an agreement?”  

The video pointed out the excuses we all use for not speaking out when we have concerns regarding a decision 

that has already been reached. The video is designed to help groups make better decisions. 

  

Carol then distributed two exercises. The first exercise listed 15 excuses that are used for not speaking out when 

there’s a concern about a decision and the second exercise was related to decision making itself. Carol then 

asked the members to look over the exercises and see which ones apply to them individually and/or to the 

presbytery. Carol also wanted the members to think about the coming months and/or year in the presbytery and 

what decisions they would like to see made.  

 

The exercises led to discussions about a variety of topics.  First - Regional meetings: participation numbers, can 

business be conducted, now that we have tried it out—what have we learned. Second – office location - when 

we complete our search process for Presbyter and Stated clerk will they live in Decatur where the office is or 

some other configuration; what does the Presbytery need in regard to an office? Anne discovered by living near 

where committee meetings are held her mileage expenses are less but the Stated Clerk works more closely with 

the office staff then the Presbyter. Third: Stewardship and money issues still seem to be at the forefront or 
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involved in most decisions the Presbytery makes and do we have good practices in Mission monies and per 

capita monies? 

 

Lunch 

The meeting adjourned for lunch at 11:42 with prayer by Anne Jones and the meeting reconvened at 12:25 p.m. 

 

The Personnel Committee (PC) - Jan Hawkins 

Search Committee for the Leadership Team 

Mary Turner, Dan Kingery, and Janice West will contact the people to serve on the Search Committee. 

Those who feel called to serve on this Search Committee may plan for approximately five face to face meetings 

in addition to conference calls.  All the Personal Information Forms for the candidates will go to the Synod 

Office. Brenda and Marsha will be kept in the loop as to the proceedings. 

It was VOTED that if during the election of the Search Committee there are nominations from the floor, the 

Search Committee could be expanded to include eight or nine members. The Presbytery Moderator will be 

given the authority to make this ruling on the floor if he deems it necessary. 

 

The Treasurer - Paul Saegesser distributed the 2013 Financial Statements for discussion.  

The 2014 Per Capita Statements have been mailed. This year Paul will send quarterly per capita statements to 

the churches showing a balance due, if any. 

 

Carol praised this presbytery for paying its per capita to the General Assembly and Synod in full. There are five 

presbyteries in the synod that have paid their per capita in full and this presbytery is one of them. 

 

Online bill pay 

The office is experiencing problems with getting Cindy’s mileage checks mailed to her in a timely manner. 

Online Bill Pay is an option, once the security issues are ironed out. Paul will check with ACS, our financial 

software company, to see if they have anything like this to offer.  

 

Mission and Per Capita Funds 

Carol distributed copies of the balance sheet from Great Rivers Presbytery to show us a different format that we 

may find more useful. Anne shared that Great Rivers Presbytery had also produced a video that highlights their 

missions.  

 

The Moderator of General Council - Mary Turner 

Regional Gatherings (names, dates/times/locations for September/October) 

  Champaign/Salt Fork Region – October 9, 9:00-noon, Stephens Family YMCA, Champaign 

  Charleston/East Central Region – October 7, 10:30 – 2:00, Neoga (lunch) 

  Decatur/Greater Decatur Region – September 30, 5:30 – 8:00, Pana (light supper) 

  Marion/River to River Region – October 9, 9:30-12:30, Camp Carew 

  Mt. Carmel/The Bridge Region – September 25, 10:00 – 1:00, Carmi 

  Vandalia/First Capital Region – October 15th – 5:30 pm, Greenville 

 

It was decided that we need to evaluate our Regional Gatherings and we will select a method of evaluation at 

our next meeting. The office staff will assist by locating past evaluative materials for our consideration. 

Presbytery-wide Choir Event 

It was decided not to proceed because there are several regions already holding such events.   
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History Team Letter 

The General Council received a letter from a member of the History Team of the Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy. 

They are planning bicentennial celebrations of the churches that were organized by Salmon Giddings during 2016 

and 2017 – four of which are located in this presbytery. They also plan to have displays of these bicentennial 

churches at the General Assembly being held in St. Louis in 2018.  It was VOTED to encourage the four 

congregations to participate with Giddings-Lovejoy Presbytery in their celebration and to encourage them to share 

their historical presentation at upcoming presbytery meetings.   

 

The Generosity Task Force Report (GTF) – The members of the GTF are currently attending a Stewardship 

Kaleidoscope Conference. General Council will invite those that went to the Kaleidoscope conference to its July 

meeting to give a report on the conference. 

 

Stewardship Direction – Extracts from our minutes from 2013 were shared that showed the evolution of our 

Stewardship efforts.  Now we need to decide if we want to build a new Stewardship Task Force that will 

address the issues that the Generosity Task Force is not currently tasked with addressing. 

 

It was VOTED that General Council charge the Commission of Trustees to develop guidelines and strategies 

to manage the funds and investments, and recommend a plan to General Council and Presbytery for approval. 

 

Carol thinks the Generosity Task Force should be the group that discusses per capita giving along with mission 

fund giving as a part of their stewardship work with the churches. Paul Phillips and Janice West will ask the 

Generosity TF to carry out this task.  

 

The Commission of Trustees (BOT) - no report. 

 

The Committee on Representation (COR) Loren Prest, in the absence of the Moderator, reported on the 

various vacancies throughout the presbytery committees. The Committee on Representation will try to meet 

within the next few weeks to fill the vacancies and bring the names to General Council for their approval.  Then 

those appointments will be approved by the Presbytery at its May meeting.  Cindy suggested that the 

Committee use a conference call for their meeting and to be sure to copy the office anytime vacancies arise or 

are filled. 

  

Camp and Conference Board of Directors and Moderator of Presbytery report - Dan Kingery reported 

that there have been a lot of maintenance and repairs done at the Camp. The Camp Board met on February 22nd 

and decided they will have a Confirmation Camp this year and it will be run by TE Chris Williams, Sparta, 

Westminster. They have offered use of the Camp to Kemmerer Village if they wish to use it. The camp 

brochures have been mailed out. The Board is exploring the possibility of having a zip-line installed. 

 

Dan attended every February Regional Meeting and has spoken at a different church every Sunday since the last 

Stated Meeting of the Presbytery.  

 

The Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM) – Will have a training on Saturday, March 29th from 

10am – 2pm. 

  

The Presbyterian Women (PW) - Phyllis Warnick 

Spring Gathering April 5th in Mattoon. They are currently looking for a place in the southern part of the 

Presbytery to host the fall gathering. 

 

The Committee on Ministry (COM) - George Johnston reported on the transitions with the ministers and 



General Council Docket Thursday, July 17, 2014 Page 6 of 16 

churches in this presbytery. COM has a training and business meeting this Thursday. Paul Phillips volunteered 

to serve on COM. It was VOTED to elect TE Paul Phillips, Palestine, First, to fill the vacancy and to serve on 

Committee on Ministry in the Bridge Region until 2016.  

 

Report from Worship Planning Team – Carol McDonald will lead the communion liturgy and preach at the 

May presbytery meeting. 

 

Report from A.R.M.S.S. Representative – Pauline Rowles had nothing further to report 

      

Synod Commissioners – Synod will meet this Saturday. Topic will be about violence.  Since TE Katherine 

Kussmaul will be leaving the Presbytery, this will leave a vacancy of the TE Commissioner to the Synod 

position. 

 

Presbyterian Mission Agency Board Member – no report. 

 

The Transitional Executive Presbyter - Anne Jones suggested candidates to fill the vacancy for the Teaching 

Elder Commission for the Synod. 

 

The Talk Healthy Event had to be cancelled because of weather. The videography that has already been done 

will cost $180 and this only includes 30 DVDs. It was VOTED to approve up to $250 to cover the expenses of 

the Talk Healthy Event and to take the funds from the Peacemaking Fund.  

 

Anne announced that her mother is now back in Nebraska and doing fine. Anne thanked the committee for their 

prayers. 

 

The Stated Clerk - Cindy Bean 

The Special Administrative Commission to Examine Candidates will meet with Candidate Paul Spangler on 

March 24 who will have preached for a call for Monticello, First the prior day. 

Cindy discussed the plans for the April and May Presbytery Meeting – Need a musician to play/lead an opening 

and closing hymn for the April 1st meeting. 

 

Cindy is still working on the docket for the May 8th Presbytery Meeting that will be held at Mt. Zion Church. 

It is RECOMMENDED that Presbytery approve the docket as prepared by General Council with adjustments 

made by the Stated Clerk. 

 

 Miscellaneous - none 

Pauline thanked the committee for their thoughts and prayers for her son in-law demise. 

Anne and Cindy will attend a Heartland Network the week after Easter.  

 

Adjourn with Prayer –  

The meeting was adjourned with prayer led by Carol McDonald at 2:50 pm. 

 

Submitted by Stated Clerk Cindy Bean  

Recording Secretary Brenda Garry 
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January 24, 2013 – GC minutes 
Priority 4 – Streamline the Presbytery organizationally and administratively so that it makes better use of financial 

resources.  
Top Five SMARTER Goals for 2013 based on votes. 

1. Train a team of 9-12 ruling and teaching elders to make presentation 
2. Develop newsletter article for churches to use 
3. Develop PowerPoint presentation or visual presentation 
4. Personal contact with all session moderators to arrange time for presentation 
5. Ask moderators to evaluate presentation and session response 
6. Track changes in per capita giving (office/treasurer) 

 
Bill Capel reported that the Presbytery does not have a stewardship policy and our decreased shared mission giving is a 

grave concern.   

 

It was VOTED that General Council form a Stewardship Task Force that will report to GC and be renewed yearly. 

 

It was VOTED that the Trustees underwrite the expenses for five people to attend the Kaleidoscope Conference on 

March 11 – 13 in St. Louis, Missouri and report back to presbytery.  These five people would also be asked to serve on a 

Stewardship Task Force that would write a stewardship policy for the Presbytery.  

 

 

April 4, 2013 GC meeting - Report from Stewardship Task Force 

Bill Capel presented a synopsis of observations that he, Beau Brown (TE), Olney, Chris Williams (TE), Sparta, 

Westminster, and Dennis Hamilton (TE), Tilden experienced at the Kaleidescope Conference they attended on 

March 11-13, 2013. Laurie Williams notes were not received before the GC meeting. It was suggested that each 

person who attended the conference would provide any helpful information with the pastors, congregations and 

leaders. Bill shared with the committee that those who attended the conference would be willing to attend 

congregations to share their experience with them.  Bill would like for the presbytery to look at the Stewardship 

Task Force as an ongoing TF. The committee discussed the best possible way to share the information with the 

Presbytery. It was suggested that the TF meet and decide what their next steps should be and how they think the 

best way would be to impact the presbytery. Anne suggested several ways for the TF to get the word out – go 

and talk to the churches, website, FB and to incorporate it into the August Presbytery meeting. Maybe have Jan 

Hawkins’s report on Per Capita woven into this report.  

It was VOTED to request Bill to convene with the Task Force members and encourage them to continue as a 

TF and invite them to explore further options for sharing what they learned with individual congregations. 

 

July 11, 2013 GC meeting –  
Stewardship Task Force 

Bill Capel reported on Presbyterian Mission Agency’s Year End Budget Compared to Actual Report dated December 31, 

2012. The report shows Mission Support and Special Offering are down substantially since 2008. 

 

Bill also distributed a report with the lists of topics and descriptions that will be discussed by Mid-Council leaders at the 

Big Tent on August 1-3, 2013 in Louisville, KY. It was noted that Anne Jones, Cindy Bean, George and Laura Johnston, 

and Bill Capel will be attending.  

 

Bill reported on his experiences at the Stewardship Kaleidoscope Conference that was held March 11-13, 2013 in St. 

Louis, MO. Bill suggested inviting a Stewardship speaker to a Presbytery meeting to speak on stewardship awareness.  
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The Generosity Task Force 

Chris Williams, Sparta, Westminster and Beau Brown, Olney, were part of the contingent that PSEI sent to the Stewardship 

Kaleidoscope Conference earlier this year.  After the conference, they agreed to work on Stewardship efforts in our 

Presbytery.  Today they came to propose a stewardship team to educate the congregations in the PSEI regarding stewardship. 

They are requesting funding to attend the next Kaleidoscope Conference March 17-19 in St. Louis. Additionally, with the 

help of David McDonald, from Whitewater Valley Presbytery, they want to develop and present a Presbytery-wide workshop 

on fostering healthy stewardship practices in late spring or early summer of 2014 and to possibly present it again later in the 

year.  Then in 2015 the team would go out and train the congregations. The whole model and possibly the content will be 

based on a very successful program in Hudson River Valley where over 90% of the congregations and presbytery leaders 

have been served by this program.   

 

They are looking for a team of approximately six people.  It was VOTED to form the Generosity Task Force which will be 

composed of at least six members.  Chris Williams and Beau Brown will serve as Co-Chairs for the Task Force.  Ideally 

there will be representatives from each region serving on the Task Force, but gifts will take precedence over location.  The 

Task Force will be under the supervision of the General Council and will send reports to each General Council Meeting. 

Chris and Beau were empowered to recruit other members to the Task Force, however, they will gladly receive suggestions 

from the General Council members of those who possess the necessary gifts, time, and passion for this work. 

 

It was VOTED to allocate $3,000 from the Small Church Redevelopment fund to fund the work of the Generosity Task 

Force which will include attendance at the 2014 Kaleidoscope Conference and to hold one or two presbytery-wide 

conferences in 2014.  Synod representative Laurie Williams said this would qualify for a mission fund grant from the Synod. 

The Synod does not meet again until March (after the registration fees would be due for the conference) so they could apply 

for the mission funds and then reimburse the Presbytery’s Small Church Redevelopment Fund. 

 

The Generosity Task Force will be added to the Additional Opportunities section of the Mission Opportunities Survey. The 

intent of this Task Force will be presented to the November Presbytery. Monte Reichenberg agreed to serve on this Task 

Force. This gives the Task Force great representation from the Marion, Mt. Carmel and Charleston regions.  Now we need 

three more people preferably from the Champaign, Decatur, and Vandalia regions. 

 

Later in the meeting it was suggested that the Generosity Task Force could make a presentation at each of the October 

regional meetings in 2014. 
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