
SOLAR ECLIPSE EVENT 

August 19-21, 2017 

VOLUNTEERS ARE STILL NEEDED 

 If you would like to help with the Camp Carew Eclipse Event give us a call  

1-618-457-5596 (office) or 1-618-201-6015 (cell) and please know the following: 

1.  Days available. (Saturday, Sunday, Monday) 

2.  Time you would like to work. (8hr shifts) 

3.  Abilities (example, I can climb hills or stand for so long…) 

4.  Dietary needs (will provide one meal per day). 

2017 Summer Camp 
 

Camp Carew is gearing up for the 2017 summer camping season.  Encourage the 

young people in your family and congregation to take the plunge into summer fun 

with a week at Camp Carew!   

 

For more information and to register go to http://campcarew.org/register.php 

 

CAMP SCHEDULE

For children entering grades K-2: 

 Day Camp 1 (June 26-30) 

 Day Camp 2 (July 17-21) 

For children entering grades 3 & 4: 

 Mini Camp 1 (June 25-28) 

 Mini Camp 2 (July 16-19) 

For children entering grades 5 & 6: 

 M.A.D. Camp (June 11-17) 

 General Camp 1 (June 18-24)* 

 General Camp 2 (July 9-15)*  

 Discovery Camp (July 16-22) 

 General Camp 3 (July 23-29)* 

 

*Additional fee if horseback riding $45.00

For youth entering grades 7 & 8: 

 Horseback Camp (June 11-17) 

 M.A.D. Camp (June 11-17) 

 General Camp 1 (June 18-24)* 

 General Camp 2 (July 9-15)* 

 Discovery Camp (July 16-22) 

 General Camp 3 (July 23-29)* 

For youth entering grades 9-12: 

 Horseback Camp (June 11-17) 

 M.A.D. Camp (June 11-17) 

 CIT/LIT Training (June 11-17) 

 General Camp 1 (June 18-24)* 

 General Camp 2 (July 9-15)* 

 Mission Work Camp (July 23-29) 

 High Adventure Camp (July 30-August 5)

FAMILY CAMP – (Sept 1-4) $150 per Family 

For more information contact the Camp at 618-457-5596 

 

 

 Connect, Equip, and Inspire  
Presbyterians as we walk with Jesus Christ 

CAMP CAREW 

303 Hidden Bay Ln 

Makanda, IL 62945 
 

Campcarew.org 

 

http://campcarew.org/register.php


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

2016 Presbytery’s 

Membership   

The Presbytery will transition to a virtual office in the fall of 

this year - the staff will all work from home. 

With the Presbytery’s physical office closing, please update 

your records so that all future checks to the presbytery are 

mailed to:  

Treasurer Paul Saegesser, 104 Oman Ct., Mattoon IL 61938 

SESSION RECORD READINGS 
 

August 20—RAYMOND, A COMMUNITY OF FAITH-101 W. Belle St. Raymond 

August 27—BEMENT, FIRST — 249 N Macon, Bement 

September 17—PARIS, THE— 241 W Court St., Paris 

September 24—URBANA, FIRST—602 W Green, Urbana 

October 1—OAKDALE, UNITED— 75 E Main St., Oakdale 

October 8—ELDORADO, FIRST— 1219 Pine St., Eldorado 

all dates are Sundays        ~~~~~~       all times are 3pm—5pm 

Click on the following link to pre-register and to download the form to complete 

prior to attending:  http://psei.net/page/clerk_of_session_events 
 

All Session Records must be read before the November Presbytery meeting.  The review 

sessions are held in regional locations, but you may attend a reading in another region if the 

date is better for you. 

CLERKS - If none of these dates work for you, then send your moderator to the reading 

with the records or another member of session or a previous clerk.   

Please complete your forms PRIOR to attending! 

 

  

 

 

From the Presbytery’s 

CALENDAR 

2nd Quarter 

 

April 29 

PW Spring Gathering at Pana 

 

May 4 

Stated Meeting  

Harrisburg, First – 10am 

 

May 17 

Personnel Meeting  

Decatur Office 

 

May 18 
Committee on Ministry Meeting 

Mattoon, First – 10am 

 

Presbytery Office will be closed: 

May 29 (observing Memorial Day) 

 

 

 
Proposed Amendments Ratified 

All sixteen constitutional 

amendments proposed by the 

222nd General Assembly (2016) 

of the PCUSA have received the 

86 affirmative votes from among 

the 170 presbyteries. The new 

provision will take effect on June 

25-27, 2017. Presbyteries  

 

As reported in the Spring 2017 Board Bulletin, a 2 percent experience apportionment for the Pension Plan has been approved 

by the Board of the Directors of the Board of Pensions and will take effect July 1. As a result, retirees will see an increase in 

their pension checks effective July 1, and active members will see an increase in pension credits. 

What is an experience apportionment? 

An experience apportionment is a lifelong increase in pension benefits or credits, depending on employment status: 

 For retirees and eligible survivors, an experience apportionment is an increase in the individual’s current pension 

benefit for as long as the person lives, expressed as a percentage of benefits received. 

 For active and terminated vested members, the experience apportionment is an increase in the individual’s pension 

credits accrued as of December 31, 2016, expressed as a percentage of the accumulated credits. 

Pensioners and terminated vested members will be notified of the amount of the increase in July. Active members may always 

view their estimated pension benefit on Benefits Connect, which will include the recently approved experience apportionment 
beginning July 1. 

Who decides if there will be an experience apportionment? 

Experience apportionments are not guaranteed each year. According to the Experience Apportionment Policy, the Pension Plan 

must be at least 110 percent funded before an apportionment is considered. This guideline enables the plan to honor its three 

primary tenets: 

 solvency of the plan (meeting all existing pension commitments) 

 generational equity (ensuring that no one group of plan members fares materially better or worse than another) 

 inflation protection 
 

http://psei.net/page/clerk_of_session_events
https://www.pensions.org/AvailableResources/Newsletters/Pages/The-Board-Bulletin-Spring-2017.aspx


Presbyterian Women Spring Gathering will 

be held at the Pana, United in Faith Church 

on Saturday, April 29th. Theme Scripture: 

Matthew 25:31-46.  Registration begins at 

9:30am, program/meeting at 10am. 

Their Mission Projects: On Eagles’ Wings Ministry, 

Charlotte, NC and Kemmerer Village, Assumption, IL. 

Click on the following link to access their Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/pwsei 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Make plans now to attend 

this summer’s Big Tent 

conference in St. Louis, July 

6-8. The theme of this year’s 

conference is Race, 

Reconciliation, and the 

Reformation. Through 

plenary events, Bible study, 

workshops, and worship, attendees will be challenged 

and renewed by the power of the gospel message to 

overcome our current realities of anxiety, division, and 

inequality. 

The three-day event will provide a variety of opportunities 
to engage with issues facing the church and society today. 
Registration begins on March 15. The standard price of 
$395 includes registration, accommodations for three 

nights, and meals. A $225 rate for commuters is also 
offered. More information is at  
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/big-tent/. 

 

 The Presbyterian Church, Paris, has 

two puppet teams.   The Sonbeam 

Puppet Team is for K-3rd grade and  

they present in worship every couple of months (except  

July/August.)  It is the smaller team.  The other is the 

Sonshine Puppet Team (includes propateers too) is 4th 

grade through older adult and we have children, teens 

and a variety of ages adults (older adults too) on this 

team.  They present monthly in worship (except for 

July/August.)  These teams have a devotion together and 

prepare meaningful, often fun and sometimes serious 

presentations using Christian messages.  Once or twice a 

year, if it is a time they are available (usually not Sunday 

mornings), they will travel to offer a presentation to 

other churches (such as for Mother’s Day banquet, 

Vacation Bible School, other special events.) And, 

annually they present a well-attended and wonderfully 

received Christmas musical.  Barbara Bergdolt is the 

Director and Misty Smith is the Assistant Director.  Both 

Co-Pastors, Revs. Laurie Williams and Rodger Allen are 

part-time member and member (respectively.) 

 

CLERGY ANNIVERSARIES 
Teaching Elders: 
55 Years Verne Sindlinger 5/1/1962 
40 Years Alton Myers  4/17/1977 
10 Years Stacy Tate  3/11/2007 
 

Commissioned Ruling Elders 
10 Years Mel Bower Jr.  5/24/2007 
 

Corresponding Members 
40 Years Michael Duncan 4/1977 
25 Years Sam Foskey  5/1992 

 

 

Dissolutions 

TE Chris Williams - Sparta, Westminster church 

Dismissed 

TE Elizabeth Moses to Northern New York Presbytery 

Installations 

TE Andy Sonneborn - Pastor - Shelbyville, First 

TEs Bob and Jean Wollenberg - Co-Pastors - Decatur, West 

TE Maureen Clark - Pastor – Carmi, First 

Call 

TE David Oliver Holder - Pastor - Urbana, First 

 Clergy Changes 

Psalms Through Music and Art 
Decatur, First welcomed April with a journey through the 

emotions of the Psalms through music and art.  The worship 

service was interspersed with the choir and congregation 

singing music based on Psalms, as the related emotion  

was identified on the front screen.   

Meanwhile, in the area in front of the cross, 

Brenda Benepe was completing a chalk picture 

based on Psalm 42, "As a deer longs for 

flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O 

God." 

 

Ask the Lord for rain in the springtime; it is the Lord who sends the 

thunderstorms. He gives showers of rain to all people, and plants of the field to 

everyone. Zachariah 10:1 

https://www.facebook.com/pwsei
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/big-tent/


  

Send ALL contact (addresses and/or phone) changes to 

Marsha Mower at marshamower@psei.net or call her Monday 

– Wednesday at 1-800-456-7734. 

Send all newsletter articles to Brenda Garry at 

brendagarry@psei.net. 

General Assembly Meetings 

223rd -- June 16-23, 2018 St. Louis, MO 

224th – June 20-27, 2020 Baltimore, MD 

GA reviews the work of synods, resolves 

controversies in the church, is responsible for 

matters of common concern for the whole 

church, and serves as a symbol of unity for the 

church. 

The combined insights of all those on assembly 

committees become the recommendations to the 

whole assembly. If they are approved, they guide 

the church in the years to come. 

Click below for more information: 

http://oga.pcusa.org/section/ga/ga/ 

 

If you would like to apply to be a Commissioner 

to GA, please contact the Presbytery office at 

office@psei.net  for an application. 

 

McKinley Foundation  
Social Justice Awards 2017  

McKinley Foundation annually honor individuals and 

organizations through the McKinley Foundation Social 

Justice Awards. Four Social Justice Awards will be 

presented on April 29th at the McKinley Foundation’s 8th 

Annual Social Justice Gala. 

 

DONATATIONS 

MARION 

MEDICAL 

MISSION 

 

Community. Clean Water. Christ’s Love 

Marion Medical Mission seeks to share the love of 

Christ with the extreme poor in Africa by providing all 

in need with a sustainable source of clean, safe 

drinking water. 

 MMM's goal for 2017 is 2,800 wells in 2,800 

rural African villages providing an estimated 400,000 

of the extreme poor with a sustainable source of safe 

drinking water. This program covers 57,000 square 

miles in Malawi, Zambia, and Tanzania. Pray we can 

meet this impossible goal...and as you pray "Move 

your feet." 

 
Any amount donated makes a difference! 100% of all donations go to their designated purposes. If a donation is not 

designated, 100% of it goes directly to the mission field in Africa. A donation of $400 towards a Well will provide a safe, 

sustainable source of clean drinking water for about 150 men, women, and children. Thank you for your support! 

MISSION AND MINISTRY is available. The project must be sponsored by a congregation in our presbytery. 

The grant committee encourage new projects but will consider an already operating project (e.g. support for 

individuals going on a mission trip). 

The deadline for receiving the M&M Grant applications is Wednesday, May 31st, awards announced July 31st, 

interim report due October 31st, remaining balance mailed December 15th.   

PASTOR SUPPORT AND ENRICHMENT is available for pastors serving in this presbytery.  Churches may 

apply for a grant this year and preference will be given to congregations that have not been funded in the past. 

To obtain one of the grant applications, contact the Presbytery office at office@psei.net or 1-800-456-7734. 

Let all that you do be done in LOVE. 1 Corinthians 16:14 

mailto:marshamower@psei.net
mailto:brendagarry@psei.net
http://oga.pcusa.org/section/ga/ga/
mailto:office@psei.net
mailto:office@psei.net


 


