
THE PRESBYTERY OF SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS 

GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING 

First Presbyterian Church, Effingham, Illinois 

Thursday, January 14, 2016 

 

AGENDA 

Convene with Meditation and Prayer (Wade Meranda) 

Roll  

Docket  

Minutes –October 22, 2015 - (pages 4-11) 

 Introduction of new members – Wade Meranda (attended last meeting), John Swick (in new role), Granger Odum,  

      Laurie Fields 

Morning Discussion 

 Financial Policy Taskforce Report (approximately 45 minutes) (statistics on pages 12-13) 

 Listening Team Report (approximately 45 minutes) 

  

The Moderator of General Council        Mary Turner 

  

_____ 1. Mission and Ministry Grant updates     Bill McLean 

 

_____ 2.     Generosity Task Force Report - no report.  They are happy to assist sessions where needed. 

 

_____ 3.  Committee on Representation Nominations 

  East Central and First Capital Vacancies 

 

_____ 4.  Yearly Focus – *2016 focus highlighting different styles of worship and  

  Preaching. Sometime during the year there would be a preaching workshop. 

   

 *2017 focus could be Ecumenical Relations and feature the different programs communities have to 

work together ecumenically. 

 

_____ 5.  Administrative Commission Reports 

  Dismissal – Herrin, Kell Romine Prairie 

  Closure with AC –DuQuoin, Mt. Carmel, Rantoul, Ridgway 

 

_____ 6. Questions about Triennium 

My name is CanDee Luttrell and I am a member of FPC Taylorville and also a member of our Christian Education Council.   

We have a number of youth (12) eligible to attend Triennium this summer.  Our Council meets 1/12/16 to finalize the 

finances and planning for those youth who will be attending.   

 

1) Is there a PYT registrar at Presbytery that we should be in contact with? 

 

2) did Presbytery submit a delegation estimate or should we have submitted a delegation estimate form specifically for 

our church?  We did not do that in December.  

 

3) will Presbytery be able to  support 1/3 the cost of registration for youth to attend? Our Church will provide 

transportation.  

 



4) Is 1/3 cost of registration for our adult advisors also provided through Presbytery?   

 

5) I read that the adult advisors must have background checks performed and that must be submitted as part of 

registration. Do we submit that information directly or go through Presbytery for that?   

 

Thank you for your assistance / guidance!   

 

CanDee Luttrell 
   

 

_____ The Commission of Trustees (BOT)  

 

_____ Treasurer’s Report – (Financials pages 14-23) Paul Saegesser 

   

_____ The Committee on Representations (COR) Dennis Hamilton 

 Appointment to fill vacancies     
   Greater Decatur Region - Paul Spangler (TE) (2018) 

  

_____ The Personnel Committee (PC)  Jimmy Hopper 

   

_____ Camp and Conference Board of Directors  Granger Odum 

 Honoring David McNabb’s 46 years of service on Camp Board  

 Changes in Camp Fees and Rates 

 

_____ The Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM)         Rodger Allen  

  

_____ The Presbyterian Women (PWP) Phyllis Warnick 

 

_____ The Committee on Ministry (COM) George Johnston 

      

_____ Report from Worship Planning Team Cindy Bean 

 

____ The Moderator Jan Mandernach 

  

_____ Synod Commissioners Loren Prest or Laurie Williams 

  

_____ The Presbyter for Congregational Care 

1. Report on Pastoral Support and Enrichment Grants 

  

_____ The Stated Clerk Cindy Bean 

1. Special meeting January 21, 2016 at 10 am in Effingham 

Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois 

 Opening Prayer 

 Quorum & Adoption of the Agenda 

 Hymn – David McNabb playing and choosing hymn 

 Business 

     Rantoul Administrative Commission Report 

     Presentation of Overtures for consideration of concurrence (see below) 

     Possible Committee on Ministry Business 



            Hymn – David McNabb playing and choosing hymn 

                   Closing Prayer & Adjournment 

*Childcare will be available.  No meals. 

 

2.  February meeting – Need to develop a docket for this meeting – Need to keep in mind that youth 

groups will be in attendance. 

 

Request from Worship Team to have worship in one block at the February meeting and at future 

meetings.  Doing it as a complete worship service would keep the energy up and make it easier for 

volunteer musicians to be able to commit to an hour or so rather than a whole day. 

 

          Reminder of GC Policy re: GC Help at Pby Mtg & Pby Policy on Mtg Papers 

_____ Miscellaneous 

 

 Adjourn with Prayer 

  



THE PRESBYTERY OF SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS 

GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING 

First Presbyterian Church, Effingham, Illinois 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

 

The General Council meeting of the Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois was held at the First Presbyterian Church, 

Effingham, Illinois on Thursday, October 22, 2015.  The meeting was called to order by Moderator Mary Turner at 10:02 

a.m. with prayer and meditation led by Jan Mandernach. A quorum was present. Wade Meranda volunteered to lead the 

next devotion. 

 

ROLL 

Present: 

Mary Turner, Cindy Bean, Dennis Hamilton, George Johnston, Jan Mandernach, Bill McLean, Wade Meranda, Loren 

Prest, Pauline Rowles, Paul Saegesser, John Swick, and Janice West  

 

Absent 

Rodger Allen, Bill Capel, Cynthia Lawder, Jan Hawkins, Phyllis Warnick, Christopher Williams, Laurie Williams 

 

Docket 
It was VOTED to approve the docket with the necessary addition.  

 

Minutes 

It was VOTED to approve the minutes from the July 23, 2015 and the August 20, 2015 called meeting between General 

Council and Camps and Conferences Board of Directors as printed. 

 

  Election 

It was VOTED to elect to fill the At Large vacancy on General Council with the following: 
GENERAL COUNCIL 

At Large    Wade Meranda (TE), Hoopeston  2016 

 

Mission and Ministry (M&M) Grant updates – Bill McLean gave a brief background of the grant process. Each 

of the presbyteries in the Synod received $100,000 to award to congregations and pastoral leaders for mission and 

ministry.  The PSEI Grant committee received 24 applications requesting $200,000.  Some grants were not funded 

because they did not meet some of the requirements such as starting the project in this calendar year.  18 were 

funded and 70% of the awarded funds were dispersed in the spring with the following 30% to be distributed on 

September 1st once the progress reports were received.  Each grant recipient was to send in an interim progress 

before September 1st in order to receive the remaining balance. As of today, two reports have not been received.   

 

Bill asked if the committee thought the process of the submitting grant requests and awarding grants needed to be 

reevaluated.  

It was suggested that the M&M Grant Committee report to Presbytery on the type of grants that were awarded and 

what they were used for. It was also suggested that the committee share with the Presbytery reasons why some 

applicants were not awarded funding so that they will informed as they prepare to submit grant requests for 2016.  

Bill will present an M&M Grant Committee report at the next GC meeting. The remaining balance in the fund is 

$43,755. 

 

The committee will contact the churches who submitted a grant, but did not receive funding to see if they would like 

to reapply in the upcoming grant cycle. 

It was VOTED to ask the M&M Grant committee to continue through 2016 and adhere to the 2016 deadlines of 

submitting requests by January 30 with awards (70%) being made by March 30th and a progress report submitted by 

September 1st with final distribution (30%) being distributed by September 30th. 

 



Generosity Task Force Report – Bill McLean announced the task force is active and has had three events this year. 

 

Financial Management Task Force (FMTF) Report – will meet on Friday, November 13th at Effingham, First. 

  

Evaluation of Regional Gatherings – Bill McLean reported that two of the regions have met and another one is 

scheduled to meet soon. Mary asked if the Regional Gatherings should continue. 

It was VOTED to discontinue regularly scheduled regional gatherings, but to encourage people to meet regionally if 

they wish to do so. 

  

Committee on Representation Nominations – Beau Brown and Mac Moore have agreed to continue to serve.  There 

are two more vacancies that will need to be filled.  It was VOTED to RECOMMEND that the presbytery elect the 

following to serve on the Committee on Representation: 

 Greater Decatur Region       Mac Moore RE (2015)                      Mac Moore (2018)* 

 East Central Region             Drew Holloway TE (2015)               ________________ 

 First Capital Region             Mary Gertrude Morton RE (2015)   ________________ 

 The Bridge Region               Beau Brown TE (2015)                    Beau Brown (2018)* 

  

Committee on Representation – Dennis Hamilton reported on the vacancies throughout the presbytery committees. 

GC recommended names that might possibly be interested in serving. 

 

Nominations 

Commission of Trustees 

It was VOTED to elect the following to the Commission of Trustees: 

 First Capital Region Joe Goeke (RE), Litchfield, First   2018* 

 East Central Region John Swick (RE), Mattoon, First   2018 

 

Yearly Focus  
*2016 focus will be worship highlighting different styles of worship and Preaching. Sometime during the year there 

would be a preaching workshop. GC will plan a workshop on May 12-13, 2016. This is designed to start after the 

Presbytery stated meeting on May 12th and continue through the following morning.  This will allow people to make 

travel plans that would cover both the meeting and the workshop.  Janice West was appointed as Chair for the 

workshop.  Please note that at the July 23, 2015 meeting it was voted to appoint Janice West, Laurie Williams, and to 

ask Stacy Tate and Jan Hawkins to put together recommendations for programs.  Perhaps this group could work on the 

preaching workshop. 

   

*2017 focus would be Ecumenical Relations and feature the different programs communities have to work together 

ecumenically. 

 

Administrative Commission Reports – Cindy gave updates on the following ACs: 

Dismissals:  

Herrin – neither the church nor the pastor were received by the EPC at the September meeting.  We anticipate that they 

will be received by the EPC at the end of January 2016. 

Kell Romine Prairie has permanent endowment funds through the Presbyterian Foundation that fund their cemetery 

and the church.  Options are being researched and explored regarding those funds before the terms of dismissal can be 

negotiated.   

Decatur, Lampstand - the AC and the Session met together and did not come to a settlement.  There is a meeting 

schedule with a smaller negotiating group and the AC is hopeful. 

Closures: 

Macon - inventory list has been distributed and they will put church on market soon. 

DuQuoin – Otis Elevator issue is close to resolution and once it is complete the AC can finally move forward with 



closing. 

 Mt. Carmel – has not met. 

Rantoul – is underway and they are highly organized. Inventory will be disbursed at the beginning of December. Their 

last congregational worship will be in November.  

Ridgway - should meet soon.  

Cairo will probably close soon, but no AC is necessary because all the property and contents were already transferred 

in 2006 to a not-for-profit organization composed of a number of members who will use the building for historical 

preservation for the community.  

 

The committee recessed for lunch at 12:02 pm with prayer led by George Johnston. 

The committee reconvened at 12:50pm. 

  

Church Mortgage Grants 

Cindy reported that five or six congregations still have outstanding mortgage grants from decades ago.  A lot of 

research about the grants will need to be done. One of the congregations who has an outstanding grant has been talking 

about leaving the denomination. 

 

Second Reading of Budgets 
The 2016 Presbytery Budget was received for a first reading and there have been no requests to make changes.  

It will be submitted to the Presbytery for a second reading and approval.  The budget projects a $90,387 deficit. 

We have not heard of any changes to be made to the 2016 Camp Carew budget, but the Camp Board doesn’t 

meet until early November. 

It was VOTED to RECOMMEND that the Presbytery approve the 2016 PSEI and Camp Carew Proposed 

Budgets at the November Presbytery Meeting.  

 

November Meeting time request 

Request from Paul Spangler (TE), Monticello, First, to invite representatives to have a booth and/or talk 

about the I-Cash program at the November meeting - icash.illinois.gov. The I-Cash program is from the  

Illinois State Treasurer’s Unclaimed Property Division that connect state residents with their unclaimed  

 property. No action was made at this time on this request. GC will invite Paul Spangler to make an announcement about 

this program. 

 

Treasurer’s Report - Paul Saegesser reported on the Financial Statements through the end of September 2015. 

It was VOTED to RECOMMEND that the Presbytery receive the PSEI Financial Statements as presented. 

 

Paul reported that the churches 3rd quarter financial statements were mailed on September 30, 2015. Paul have spoken 

with the auditors and the 2014 Audit Review should be complete by the November Presbytery meeting.  The Auditors 

have the Camp Carew Financials for review this time also. 

 

Discuss email about feedback concerning MRTI e-mail 

Cindy explained the current process for forwarding information to the Presbytery’s email contacts that are received 

from PC(USA) related groups and/or individuals. After receiving a number of negative responses to a forwarded email 

that was requesting individuals to give feedback to a particular organization two changes are proposed – to blind copy 

the recipients preventing replies to all and to add a disclaimer statement to emails that are forwarded to people from PC 

(USA) related organizations.  The disclaimer statements is: Periodically the Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois receives requests 

from outside groups and individuals to distribute information to congregations. The position of the Presbytery Leadership Team is for this 

information to be forwarded without endorsing, censoring, or editing the content. Additionally, the Presbytery does not sell or provide our 

mailing list to outside groups. If you have feedback to give the General Council about this policy, please contact Cindy Bean or Bill McLean 

via the Presbytery Office at office@psei.net or 217-423-1396. 

Bill McLean and Cindy Bean will continue to decide which emails should be forwarded. 

 

mailto:office@psei.net


Totally Free Conference Calls is a company that offers free conference calls 24/7, 365 days a year. A few of the 

committees/groups are using it now. It was VOTED that committees/task forces start using this company for their 

conference calls. 

 

Southeastern Connection Newsletter  
A newsletter for the Presbytery has been created. GC discussed ideas for the newsletter and it will be published 

quarterly. All articles will be approved by the leadership team – Bill McLean and Cindy Bean. A link to the newsletter 

will be posted to the website. 

 

Changes to the Book of Order 

An Overture from Urbana, First Church, and concurrence by Champaign, Westminster overture regarding 

the language in the Directory for Worship in the Book of Order regarding communion was received. 

 

It was VOTED that this item be placed on the November Presbytery docket.  
Worship Committee proposes changes to the Book of Order W-2-4011 

The invitation to the Lord’s Supper is extended to all who have been baptized, remembering that access to the Table is 
not a right conferred upon the worthy, but a privilege given to the undeserving who come in faith, repentance, and love. 
In preparing to receive Christ in this Sacrament, the believer is to confess sin and brokenness, to seek reconciliation with 
God and neighbor, and to trust in Jesus Christ for cleansing and renewal. Even one who doubts or whose trust is wavering 
may come to the Table in order to be assured of God’s love and grace in Christ Jesus. 
Baptized 
Children 
b. Baptized children who are being nurtured and instructed in the significance of the invitation to the Table and the 
meaning of their response are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper, recognizing that their understanding of participation 
will vary according to their maturity. (W-4.2002) 
 
Proposed changes: 

The invitation to the Lord’s Supper is extended to all WHO SEEK THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST, remembering that 
access to the Table is not a right conferred upon the worthy, but a privilege given to the undeserving who come in faith, 
repentance, and love. In preparing to receive Christ in this Sacrament, the believer is to confess sin and brokenness, to 
seek reconciliation with God and neighbor, and to trust in Jesus Christ for cleansing and renewal. Even one who doubts 
or whose trust is wavering may come to the Table in order to be assured of God’s love and grace in Christ Jesus. 
Baptized 
Children 
 
b.  [REMOVE “BAPTIZED”] Children who are being nurtured and instructed in the significance of the invitation to the 
Table and the meaning of their response are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper, recognizing that their understanding of 
participation will vary according to their maturity. (W-4.2002) 
 

Rationale: 

We acknowledge the importance of Baptism in the life of a Christian and fully support the goal that every Christian should 
be strongly encouraged to acknowledge the lordship of Christ in her/his life with the act of baptism.  Having said that, we 
also realize that the current wording in the Book of Order regarding who can partake in Holy Communion excludes those 
developing Christians who have not yet made the baptismal declaration.  Children whose parents decided to not partake in 
infant baptism would be excluded until such time as (usually during the Confirmation experience) they themselves choose to 
be baptized.  People who are new to the faith and are being nurtured by a congregation would also be excluded.  In both of 
these cases it appears that the Book of Order would exclude these people from participation and require them to stay behind 
in the pews while everyone else goes forward to receive the elements.     



We believe that few congregations actually follow the Book of Order in this regard.  Holy Communion is routinely open to all 
who profess faith in Jesus Christ, with no mention of having to have been baptized. 

We feel strongly that the Book of Order should be changed in the above ways so that we can walk arm in arm with all of our 
seeking brothers and sisters as we go forward to receive this holy sacrament. 

Parish Papers  
The Presbytery received a renewal request for the Parish Paper - $150.00/year. The newspaper provides ideas, insights, 

research-findings, and practical methods that strengthen the effectiveness of congregations in accomplishing God’s 

purposes through their various ministries. General Council discussed whether the newspaper was being read by the 

congregations and it was suggested sending out an email to ask if anyone was an active reader of newspaper.  It was 

also suggested that GC should encourage the members of the presbytery to read it. 

It was VOTED to continue the subscription of the Parish Paper for $150.00 a year. 

 

The Commission of Trustees (COT) 
It was VOTED to RECOMMEND that the Presbytery approve the following: 

 Tilden Presbyterian Church requests permission to get a loan for improvements to the foundation of the church. The amount of 

said loan would be a maximum amount of $80,000.00 with an interest rate of 4.00%. The loan will be made at The Village 

Bank, 720 East Lyons St., Marissa, IL 62257.  A congregational meeting was held previously to discuss this matter and was 

unanimously approved. 

It was VOTED to refer the Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program application from Mt. Vernon for a loan for 

building repairs to the Commission of Trustees. 

The Trustees have a meeting scheduled on Wednesday, November 4th at which time they will discuss the procedures 

regarding real estate sale procedures after the Administrative Commissions have emptied the buildings.  

The Committee on Representations (COR) - Dennis Hamilton reported on the vacancies throughout the 

presbytery. Dennis announced that the committee will meet twice next year – February 4th and September 8th. 

Dennis stated that a complete report will be included in the November Stated Meeting 

  

The Personnel Committee (PC) 

It was VOTED to approve Christmas gifts for our six staff members of $100.00 each from the Personnel line item 

in the current budget payable December 15, 2015. 

 

It was VOTED to RECOMMEND that Presbytery allow Bill McLean and Cindy Bean to drop their Presbytery cell 

phones and increase their monthly salary by $50 a month to cover the cost of using their personal cell phones for 

Presbytery business. 

 

It was VOTED to approve that $50 per month be given to George Johnston, for his cell phone expenses as long as 

he is Moderator of COM. The expense will be taken from COM Budget. 

 

Camp and Conference Board of Directors 



 
The Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM) – no report 

  

The Presbyterian Women (PWP) – no report 

 

The Committee on Ministry (COM) - George Johnston reported on the changes being made in the churches 

throughout the presbytery. 

 

Report from Worship Planning Team - Cindy Bean presented the worship bulletin for the November Presbytery 

meeting. The Worship Task Force will meet on Friday, November 6th. They will discuss their budget and submit its 

request to GC who will decide which line item in the budget the funds will come from. 

 

The Worship Planning Team would like to set up a display table at the next Presbytery meeting for people who will 

want to bring a mementos of those who have passed in their congregations.  

 

The Moderator - Dennis Hamilton assisted with Marjorie Ackerman’s Installation at Decatur, Westminster. Dennis 

has assisted at the installation of a pastor in the two churches of this presbytery where he was a member before he 

went to seminary. 

  

Synod Commissioners - John Swick reported that the Synod will meet October 23-24, 2015. The topic for the 

meeting will be issues of racism. 

  

The Presbyter for Congregational Care – Bill McLean reported. 

Listening Team – the nominating team for this team has met twice. Bill Capel has agreed to serve as co-moderator 



of the Listening Task Force Team. This Team has been formed to listen to the opinions of the session to find out 

what their thoughts are about the Presbytery.  

  

Report on Pastoral Support and Enrichment Grants (PSEG) 

Bill McLean reported that some grants have been disbursed. Going forward, before more grants are disbursed the 

PSEG Task Force wanted discussion with General Council concerning the parameters of for awarding grants. After 

discussion there was consensus on the parameters that have been used and that Honorably Retired Teaching Elders 

would be allowed to apply for the grants as well. GC would like for the grant guidelines be included in the 

Southeastern Illinois Connection newsletter, including a listing of what the grant money has been used for in the 

past.  

 

Report on Fall Polity – Bill reported on his experience at the Fall Polity Conference. The dates for the 2016 polity 

conference will be listed on the presbytery calendar.  

 

The Stated Clerk - Cindy Bean 

It was VOTED to RECOMMEND that Presbytery approve the docket as prepared by General Council with 

adjustments made by the Stated Clerk. 

 

The Lord’s Supper - 2016 Presbytery Meetings 
It is RECOMMENDED that the Presbytery authorize the celebration of the Lord's Supper at all Presbytery 

meetings (including regional gatherings, if held) in 2016.          

  

The Summer Camp Season at Camp Carew 
It is RECOMMENDED that the Presbytery authorize the celebration of the Lord's Supper at Camp Carew during 

the 2016 Summer Camp Season and authorize Ruling Elder Dan Kingery to administer communion at Camp 

Carew.  Dan has been trained to administer the sacrament. 

   

The Lord’s Supper - Presbyterian Women 
It is RECOMMENDED that the Presbytery authorize the celebration of the Lord's Supper at the Presbyterian 

Women events in 2016. 

  

The Lord’s Supper - General Council & Committee on Ministry Retreats 
It is RECOMMENDED that the Presbytery authorize the celebration of the Lord's Supper at the General Council 

retreat and the Committee on Ministry retreat in 2016 (if they choose to have retreats). 

  

The Lord’s Supper - Kemmerer Village 
It is RECOMMENDED that the Presbytery authorize the celebration of the Lord's Supper at Kemmerer Village 

during 2016 by the Chaplain when one is named. 

  

Special Administrative Commission to Examine Between Meetings 
It is RECOMMENDED that at least 7 teaching elders and ruling elders be appointed to serve on the Special 

Administrative Commission to Examine Inquirers and Candidates when needed between Presbytery meetings from 

January 2016 to December 31, 2016 who will be called into session only on occasions of extenuating circumstances 

and to nominate the following to serve: 

                                                                                                 

2016 Commission 
Ruling Elders:  George Johnston (or his appointee from COM), Rantoul; Coralee Lawder, Murphysboro; Granger 

Odum, Marion; Tom Mulch, Assumption. 



Teaching Elders: Moderator Cindy Shepherd, Philo; Rodger Allen (or his appointee from CPM), Paris; Maureen 

Clark, Ashmore; Ex-Officio (without vote): Bill McLean, Presbyter for Congregational Care; Cindy Bean, Stated 

Clerk. 

  

Commissioning Powers – COM 
It is RECOMMENDED that the Committee on Ministry be commissioned to act on behalf of the Presbytery during 

2016, thereby suspending Presbytery’s Standing Rule I, I, 4 through 2016. This provision reads: All actions of the 

COM are subject to review and/or correction by the Presbytery at its discretion. The Committee on Ministry shall 

submit a report of its actions to the next Stated Meeting of the Presbytery. This will allow the Presbytery to live into 

one more year of experimentation with Regional Gatherings before deciding if we want to continue the practice and 

thereby make Standing Rule changes. Two-thirds approval is required. 

 

Miscellaneous 

Mary Turner thanked the retiring members of GC for their dedication and gifts to the group.  

 

Adjourn with Prayer 

The committee adjourned at 3:25 pm, with prayer by Wade Meranda. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STATISTICS – for Financial Policy Taskforce 

 

 
 

 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 


