
Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois 

Special Meeting 

April 1, 2014 - 10:00 a.m. 

First Presbyterian Church, Effingham 

Teaching Elder Dennis Hamilton, Moderator 

 

Our Mission is to Connect, Equip, and Inspire Presbyterians as we walk with Jesus Christ. 
One God, One Table, Many Voices.  A Community in Christ committed to discovering and 

calling out the best in one another. 

 

 Opening Prayer 

 Quorum and Adoption of the Docket (PAGES 1-2) 

 Hymn 

 Business 

Bills and Overtures (PAGES 3-6)  Rev. Rick Snyder & Ruling Elder Pat Metcalf 

 

Report of the Morrisonville Administrative Commission      Rev. Tom Hobson  

(PAGES 7-14)  
  Discussion 

  Vote 

  Prayer 

 

 

 Hymn 

            Closing Prayer and Adjournment 

 

 

 
NEXT STATED MEETING:  Thursday, May 8, 2014 at Mt. Zion 

 

NOTES TO TEACHING ELDERS AND RULING ELDER 

COMMISSIONERS 
PLEASE BRING THIS DOCKET AND OTHER PAPERS WITH YOU TO THE PRESBYTERY 

MEETING! 

 

REMINDER TO CHURCHES – If your elected commissioner or alternate is unable to attend a presbytery 

meeting, the Session may appoint another elder, either currently serving on the session or not, to serve as 

commissioner for that meeting.  ALL visitors attending from your church need to either pre-register or sign 

in at the registration table at the meeting. 

 

HOW TO PRE-REGISTER – Go to www.psei.net.  Under the banner near the top of the page you will 

see ministries listed – put your cursor on that tab.  On the drop-down menu, click on Presbytery 

Meetings.  Here you will find the entire list of meeting documents.  Read and print the ones you may want 

for the meeting. 
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You may pre-register for the meeting through the website.  Please do so by close of business (4pm) 

on Wednesday, March 26th.  Follow the above instructions and when you are on the Presbytery 

Meetings page, click on the Pre-Register for Presbytery Meeting (form). 

 Enter your name 

 Select Teaching Elder, Ruling Elder Commissioner, Other Presbyter (GC,CRE, Corresponding 

Member, CCE, TP, Staff) or Visitor from the drop-down menu 

 Select Attending Yes or No from the drop-down menu 

 Enter complete church name (i.e.:  Decatur First) 

 Retype the validation code in the box - click on submit. 

Our office will receive notification of your pre-registration.  If you are going to be absent, you still need 

to let us know by utilizing this form. 

 

Alternate options to pre-register or notify us of your absence are to call the Presbytery office at 1-800-

456-7734 or email us office@psei.net by close of business (4pm) on Wednesday, March 26th to tell us 

you will or will not be coming to the meeting.  Tell us your name; whether you are a Teaching Elder, 

Ruling Elder Commissioner, Other Presbyter or Visitor; your complete church name (i.e.:  Decatur First).  

You may also give us the names of others that will be attending from your church. 

 

When you arrive at the meeting, find the “pre-registered” table.  There you will find your name tag and 

any additional papers for the day.   

 

SPECIAL NOTE:  There will be NO lunch and NO child care at this meeting. 
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OVERTURE: ON AUTHORIZING A CONSULTATIVE PROCESS TO PROVIDE GUIDANCE FOR 

THE CHURCH’S RESPONSE TO THE DRAMATIC CHANGES TAKING PLACE IN CUBA 

 
The Presbytery of Santa Fe, meeting in Albuquerque NM  February 8, 2014, in order to obtain a 
careful analysis of the ongoing complex situation in Cuba to guide the response of  the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency and the councils and congregations of the Church, requests the 
221st General Assembly (2014), meeting in Detroit MI June 14-21, 2014 to direct the Advisory 
Committee on Social Witness Policy, in consultation with the World Mission Division, to design 
and implement a consultative process that would involve: 

1. An extended meeting of the Advisory Committee on Social Witness Policy in Cuba,                            
including representatives of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Cuba Partners Network, to 
view the Cuban situation directly and to consult with experts in the Cuban government,    
the University of Havana, the Cuban Council of Churches, and the Presbyterian-      
Reformed Church in Cuba, with the agenda developed in consultation with the      
Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Cuba. The program should include not only hearings    
but also visits to locations and projects where the effects of the ongoing changes in 
Cuba and efforts to implement them by both governmental and religious agencies can 
be observed. The use of the consultation model and a regular meeting of the Committee   
itself will save the cost of a task force and enhance the mutual conversation of our    
Churches as called for in the 1986 Mutual Mission Agreement. 
2. A follow-up consultation in the U.S., preferably in Washington DC, at which members 
of  the ACSWP who had participated in the Cuba consultation and representatives of the  
Cuba Partners Network and appropriate Presbyterian Mission Agency staff would 
consult with U.S. governmental agencies and committees and religious and other non-   
governmental  organizations concerned with Cuba policy to explore response to the    
evolving changes in  Cuba by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), both through mission    
engagement and public policy advocacy. 

 3. Preparation and submission of a report to the 222nd General Assembly (2016) with   
 recommendations for Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) mission engagement and public   
  policy advocacy. 

 4. Preparation and submission to the Presbyterian Mission Agency of interim reports and   
  recommendations for action consistent with existing policy on matters deemed urgent. 

 
RATIONALE 
 
The year 2014 marks the 45th anniversary of the basic policy toward Cuba adopted by the 181st 
General Assembly (1969) stating that “consistent with the right of self-determination….the U.S. 
Government should immediately take steps to reestablish normal relations with the government 
of Cuba. This should include the lifting of the trade embargo against Cuba….The three U.S 
military bases in Latin America should eventually be dismantled, subject to negotiation with 
Panama and Cuba.” (Minutes, 1969, pp.742, 744). Subsequent General Assemblies have 
reaffirmed and amplified this policy as U.S. policy toward Cuba has changed under succeeding 
administrations, though the fundamental realities first addressed in 1969 remain largely 
unchanged. 

The 198th General Assembly (1986) approved a Mutual Mission Agreement between the 
Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Cuba and the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), authorizing a 
Partnership in Mission that included; “exchange of seminary professors and students; 
participation of the Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Cuba in the Mission to the USA Program; 
joint ministry in peacemaking programs; exchange programs between youth, women and other 
groups….; and relating middle governing bodies of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) with the 
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Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Cuba” (Minutes, 1986, pp.589-90), subsequently amended 
also to authorize partnerships between congregations of the two denominations. This 
Agreement opened the way to a mission partnership of unprecedented breadth and depth 
between the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and the Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Cuba 
currently involving some 15 presbyteries and synods, 90 congregations, the Outreach 
Foundation, the Presbyterian Cuba Connection and Living Waters for the World working 
together in the Presbyterian Cuba Partners Mission Network. At its annual meeting in 2013, the 
Cuba Partners Network, the World Mission Division of the Presbyterian Mission Agency, and the 
Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Cuba affirmed the intention to work cooperatively as a 
“community of mission practice.” 

The continued involvement of thousands of members of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) with 
the life of their sisters and brothers in Cuba and their experience of the impact of the continued 
U.S. embargo on them and all the people of Cuba give the PC (USA) an unusually profound 
insight into the human impact of U.S policy toward Cuba and an almost “personal stake” in 
continuing to seek just and peaceful relations between our two nations. Recent changes in 
Cuba bring new urgency to that quest and new hope for its successful outcome. 

The government of Cuba has embarked on an apparently irreversible course of fundamental 
change that affects the daily life of Cubans, has opened up new opportunities for individual 
initiative, is enabling the churches to move into social space in new ways, is leading to greater 
and more positive involvement in the Latin American/Caribbean region, is brokering negotiations 
for peaceful solutions to long intractable conflicts, is permitting Cuba dissidents to travel abroad 
freely, and has led to the freeing of political prisoners. These individual changes are clearly part 
of a complex process of reform that continues to unfold, sometimes with weekly 
announcements. 

These continuing developments present an opportunity for the United States government to 
abandon the policy of isolation rooted in the dynamics of the Cold War, a policy consistently 
opposed by the General Assembly through the last 45 years. Continuation of that policy not only 
seeks to isolate Cuba but also isolates us from Cuba and the opportunity to encourage and 
assist that sister nation in its efforts toward reform. Restoration of normal diplomatic and 
commercial relationships would clearly be in the best interests of our nation as Cuba interfaces 
more and more with the world.  

These developments also present new opportunities for mission engagement with our 
daughter/sister Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Cuba as that Church explores new 
possibilities for witness and service as the continuing dynamics of change unfold in Cuba. The 
process of change in Cuba is complex and ongoing. The process of consultation called for in 
this overture will provide the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) with carefully explored guidelines for 
effective future mission engagement and public policy advocacy. 
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OVERTURE:  ON LIFTING ALL TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS FOR U.S. CITIZENS 

TRAVELING TO CUBA 

 

The Presbytery of  St. Augustine, meeting in St. Augustine FL on February 1, 2014, 

requests the 221st General Assembly, meeting in Detroit MI June 14-20,2014, to 

1. Petition the President of the United States, the U.S. Department of State, and the U.S. 

Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets Control to remove all of the restrictions on 

travel ty U.S. citizens to Cuba which it is legally possible for them to do, and to openly and 

vigorously advocate to Congress the repeal of all laws restricting the constitutional right of U.S. 

citizens to travel to Cuba. 

2. Petition the majority and minority leaders of the U.S. Senate and the U.S. House of 

Representatives to work to repeal all of the laws restricting travel to that nation. 

3. Direct the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly to communicate this petition to the President, 

the U.S. Department of State, the Office of Foreign Assets Control of the U.S. Treasury 

Department, and to the congressional leaders cited above. 

4. Direct the Presbyterian Office of Public Witness in Washington, D.D. to advocate for this 

change in policy in cooperation with other appropriate denominational and ecumenical 

organizations in Washington. 

 

RATIONALE 

We laud our government for lifting a number of the restrictions instituted by the previous 

administration on travel to Cuba. This has made it possible for thousands more U.S. citizens to 

visit that country. 

 

The Cuban government reported that in 2012 approximately 475,000 U.S. citizens visited 

relatives in Cuba and that another 98,000 U.S. citizens also visited Cuba that year under 

educational and religious licenses. 

 

However, millions of U.S. citizens are unable to visit Cuba because of restrictions still in place 

that limit travel to that nation. 

 

Speaking to the Organization of American States in 2012, U.S. Secretary of State, John Kerry, 

stated that “our people are actually our best ambassadors.” 

 

In Cuba the average monthly wage is less than the equivalent of $22 (U.S.) per month, and most 

Cubans depend on remittances from outside the country for basic necessities. Although the 

Cuban government provides a monthly food allotment for each person, it only provides food for 

less than half a month. Thousands of retirees depend on food aid from churches in order to 

survive. Many of them have incomes of only the equivalent of $8 (U.S.) per month. 

 

In 2012 the Cuban government announced that it would be laying off 500,000 government 

workers in the next few years. It also announced that it would allow approximately 200 types of 

private businesses. Thousands of Cubans have begun private enterprises. 

 

Increased travel by U.S. citizens will help support thousands of these Cuban entrepreneurs and 

will enable them to purchase food and clothing and provide for their other basic needs. 
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OVERTURE: ON REMOVING CUBA FROM THE LIST OF STATE SPONSORS OF 

TERRORISM 

 

The Presbytery of Long Island, meeting in Huntington Station NY on January 25, 2014 requests 

the 221st General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), meeting in Detroit MI June 14-

21, 2014 to : 

 1. Petition the President of the United States and the U.S. Department of State to remove   

     Cuba from the list of state sponsors of terrorism as soon as possible. 

 2. Direct the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly to communicate this petition to the   

     President and the Department of State. 

 3. Direct the Presbyterian Office of Public Witness in Washington DC to advocate for 

this      result in cooperation with the appropriate denominational and ecumenical 

organizations in      Washington. 

 

RATIONALE 

 

On March 1, 1982, Cuba was added to the U.S. Department of State’s list of state sponsors of 

terrorism because of Cuba’s alleged ties to international terrorism and its support for terrorist 

groups in Latin America. State sponsors of terrorism provide logistical and financial or political 

support to groups that carry out terrorist attacks on civilians, and there is no evidence that Cuba 

has provided such support in recent decades or is currently providing it. 

 

To the contrary, Cuba has made international commitments to combat terrorism, has ratified all 

twelve international counter-terrorism conventions, and has offered to sign a bilateral agreement 

with the United States on counter-terrorism. In an immediate response to the September 11, 2001 

attacks on New York City and Washington DC by Islamist militants belonging to Al Qaeda, 

Cuba expressed solidarity with the U.S, condemning the attacks and offering Cuban airports for 

the emergency diversion of airplanes from U.S. airports. 

 

Cuba is a sponsor of the peace talks between the FARC guerrillas and the Columbian 

government and is playing a constructive mediating role in these talks in an effort to bring an end 

to one of the regions longest-standing conflicts and has been lauded by the Columbian 

government for its assistance. Cuba collaborates with the U.S. in counter-drug traffic efforts, 

interdicting narcotic shipments in the Caribbean and has been publicly thanked by the United 

States government for this cooperation. 

 

Under these circumstances, keeping Cuba on the list of state sponsors of terrorism weakens the 

credibility of the entire list. In the past, other countries such as Iraq and Libya have been 

removed from the list of state sponsors of terrorism. Removing Cuba from the list would send a 

positive signal to all Latin American governments and would enhance the image of the U.S. in 

this hemisphere and around the world.  
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Morrisonville Administrative Commission Report 

10 am      April 1, 2014 

Special Called Meeting of the Presbytery of Southeastern IL 

First Presbyterian Church of Effingham, IL 

 

History 

 A letter dated May, 15, 2013 was sent to the Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois “to inform the 

Presbytery USA that we (the First Presbytery Church of Morrisonville) are in deep 

contemplation of separation from the PC USA.”  It was also stated in this letter that “after weeks 

of prayer, talk, discussion, and research the congregation has voted unanimously to give the 

Session (Elders) the ‘go ahead’ to star departure procedures.”  They also stated that they have 

discontinued any and all payment to the PC USA.  They wish to be told the requirements “to 

seek another Presbytery that is more affordable and with the keeping of our churches beliefs.”  

This letter was signed by an active Ruling Elder, but did not come from the Clerk of Session.   

 

Knowing that this letter was not in keeping with our polity, believing there were a number of 

questions that needed to be answered by Commissioned Ruling Elder Luther “Jim” Ferrill 

especially with regards to violations in his conduct (including not discussing these actions with 

the Moderator of Record Teaching Elder Joel Stevenor), hoping to build a bridge to a better 

relationship and address their concerns, Committee On Ministry member Teaching Elder Wade 

Halva, Marion, and Stated Clerk Cindy Bean met with Ruling Elder Doug Bell and 

Commissioned Ruling Elder Jim Ferrill in Pinckneyville, IL on May 28, 2013.  At the conclusion 

of the meeting, Jim and Doug were better informed about Presbyterian polity, were excited about 

the Presbytery’s redevelopment efforts including a number of programs that were being offered 

that could assist the congregation and were offered a promise to find a solution to their major 

concern - that they were paying into the Board of Pension programs for Jim when he could be 

covered under his wife’s insurance program.  Within 24 hours of the meeting, the Board of 

Pensions issue was resolved in the manner that they requested.  However, at the subsequent 

session meeting held on June 9, 2013, after being told of all the opportunities and programs 

available to them and after hearing of their sought after resolution to the Board of Pensions issue, 

the session still wished to be dismissed from the PC (USA).   

 

On June 13, 2013 a letter was sent to the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois 

from the Clerk of Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Morrisonville stating that “The 

Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Morrisonville has decided to leave the PCUSA 

denomination and join a different Presbyterian denomination.” 

 

A letter postmarked, June 17, 2013 was sent to the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery from Luther 

James Ferrill stating that he also desired to leave the PC (USA) and join another Presbyterian 

denomination. 

 

The Committee on Ministry appointed a Listening Team which met with the Session and the 

Congregation on June 29, 2013.  The Listening Team concluded that an Administrative 

Commission should be appointed to divide, dismiss or dissolve the First Presbyterian Church of 

Morrisonville, IL. 
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The Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois at its Stated Meeting on August 22, 2013, voted to 

appoint an Administrative Commission and elected five people to serve:  Ruling Elder Linda 

Smith, Tolono; Teaching Elders: Thomas Hobson (Moderator), Morthland College; Jeff Grote, 

Taylorville; Heidi Weatherford, McKinley; Chris Williams, Sparta Westminster. 

 

On September 9, 2013 the Administrative Commission had an organizational meeting.  The 

Morrisonville session already had received some coaching from Matt Ferguson, pastor of the 

Hillsboro Congregation that had been dismissed from the PC (USA) earlier in the year.  They 

also had a copy of the “To-Do” to work toward dismissal that they had gleaned from the April, 

2013 Special Presbytery meeting to dismiss the Hillsboro congregation.  They stated at this 

meeting that they wished to be dismissed to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church. 

 

On September 21, 2013 the Administrative Commission met with the session of the 

Morrisonville congregation in Morrisonville, IL.  The Administrative Commission made it clear 

to the session that they wished to conclude their business prior to the November 2013 Stated 

meeting of Presbytery. 

 

On October 27, 2013 contact was made through e-mail and again on October 28, 2013 contact 

was made through phone call with Commissioned Ruling Elder Jim Ferrill asking when all the 

necessary paperwork, including rolls and registers and minute books, property valuation, etc., 

would be submitted so that a proposal could be reviewed by the General Council and the papers 

could be prepared for the upcoming Presbytery meeting. CRE Jim Ferrill assured the 

Administrative Commission that all the necessary items would be submitted. 

 

On October 29, 2013 a certified letter was sent by Ruling Elder Douglas V. Bell (not the Clerk of 

Session) to the Presbytery office in Decatur, IL stated that they had filed for a new 501(C)3 

number that would be usable upon their acceptance to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church’s 

River and Lakes Presbytery.  They included their current session minutes saved to a memory 

stick.  They submitted the mailing labels for their active members that were requested at the 

September 21, 2013 meeting.  They refused to submit their financials and property assessment 

citing “case law Mutual Principal showing ownership of church/property and bank account.  The 

case York vs. Anna ruling can be found at www.leagle.com/decision/a98474113lllApp3d611-

1656.”  They indicated there were no endowments, investments, loans or other encumbrances.  

They stated that they had already changed the name of their church and Presbytery affiliation 

(although they had been clearly advised not to do so until their dismissal from the PC (USA) and 

their acceptance into the EPC was approved).  They submitted a check for $2,000 made out to 

the PC (USA) and proposed that it be split between three charities.  Finally, they stated that their 

examination by the EPC’s Rivers and Lakes Presbytery would be set for January, 2014.  A copy 

of the letter was sent to their lawyer, Nancy Handegan, Attorney at Law. 

 

Letters were sent to all active members of the Morrisonville congregation instructing them how 

they could stay within the Presbyterian Church (USA) – transfer to one of the area PC (USA) 

churches or contact the Presbytery office to have their membership held in the Presbytery.  Based 

on the Listening Team’s interactions with the congregation we didn’t expect to receive any 

requests to retain membership within the PC (USA) and none have been received. 
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Conference calls were held on October 30, 2013 and November 1, 2013.  Stated Clerk Cindy 

Bean sought the advice of Presbyterian Mission Agency Legal Director and General Counsel 

Martha Clark.  Martha Clark was copied on the draft of the Administrative Commission’s 

proposed correspondence with the Morrisonville session.  A letter dated November 4, 2013 was 

sent by certified mail to CRE Jim Ferrill, the Clerk of Session Betty Angelo and Ruling Elder 

Douglas Bell.    

 

The Administrative Commission felt that without a property valuation of any sort being 

submitted that we would be in violation of the GAPJC case of Tom v. Presbytery of San 

Francisco.  Furthermore, the rolls and registers book and the session minute books had not been 

submitted.  The Administrative Commission also believed that the financial settlement would not 

be approved. 

 

In the meantime, an administrative error was discovered in the office and the $2,000 check from 

the Morrisonville church was deposited and cleared their bank.  It should not have been 

deposited and the bank should not have honored it since it was not made out to the Presbytery of 

Southeastern Illinois.  A letter from the Treasurer of the Presbytery was sent to the session of the 

Morrisonville church and a check returning their $2,000 was drafted to them. 

 

On December 16, the Administrative Commission chair, Tom Hobson, contacted Jim Ferrill to 

determine where things stood in our negotiations.  He was told that the books had been delivered 

to the Presbytery office that the insurance company was supposed to submit the insured value of 

the property to the Stated Clerk and that session was waiting for us to suggest a settlement 

amount. 

 

The session minute book was sent to Ruling Elder Libby Milner, Danville, who served on the 

Session Record Subcommittee for a number of years, to read.  There was no rolls and register 

book submitted. 

 

On January 14, 2014 a communication from Douglas Bell, Ruling Elder at Morrisonville was 

received.  It stated  

“1.  The books – our session has decided to send all records and books to Philadelphia Presbytery 

Archives to be recorded onto two discs – one for Morrisonville and one for U.S.A.  We will pay 

for this service.”  (It is presumed he means the Presbyterian Historical Society and with one of 

the discs to be given to the Presbytery of Southeastern IL.) 

“2.  The money – our session has authorized an additional payment of $3000.00 (plus the 

$2000.00 previously sent).  We will return the check you sent us.  That makes a total of 

$5000.00.” 

“3.  The value of the church is of no consequence.  You know nobody wants an old church – 

especially in a little town our size.  It would cost more to tear down than it is worth.  We will not 

pay for an appraisal.” 

 

“These are the final offers on these three points.  This is our plan A, we hope you can see it in 

efforts to get U.S.A. to release use.  Plan B will require litigation with concerns towards money’s 

paid to U.S.A. for our Lay Pastor.  These money’s were not required, but we were forced to pay, 
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over $90,000.”  (It is presumed that they are referring to Jim Ferrill’s participation in the Board 

of Pension medical program and pension plan which is not required of Commissioned Ruling 

Elders in the same way that it is required of Teaching Elders.  This was the problem that was 

solved within 24 hours of the Presbytery hearing that it was a problem.) 

 

Further contact was made with the Morrisonville session and on January 18, 2014, the promised 

insurance evaluation was received.  It is part of this report.  The building and property is insured 

for One million, three hundred fifty-three thousand dollars. ($1,353,000.00). 

 

 

Actions taken by the Morrisonville Congregation 

1.  Change of name: 

Their current name is First Presbyterian Church of Morrisonville, IL.  Their previous 

name was First Presbyterian Church, Morrisonville, IL. 

 

2. Secure a valuation of the church building, manse, Bliss Retreat Center, out  

buildings and property.  (see attachment) 

 

3. Removal of PCUSA emblem -  Done. 

 

4. Church records to be read: The minute books will be corrected to the best of their 

ability and the registers and rolls books will also be reviewed and corrected.  This process 

is well underway.    

 

5. Church records turned over to the Presbytery:  All the minute books and the rolls and 

registers books will be sent to the Presbyterian Historical Society by the congregation and 

a disc will be provided to the Presbytery of Southeastern IL by the congregation. 

 

6. Legal and Liability Limiting Actions 

Being assured that there are no endowments, no investments in the Presbyterian 

Foundation, no income derived from sources other than offerings (such as income from a 

farm, investments, etc.) and no loans or other encumbrances, the following items are a list 

of items that need to be completed or be in process in order to be released from the PC 

(USA) and dismissed to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.  The following items need 

to be complete in order to limit the liability of the Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois for 

the church that will formerly be known as First Presbyterian Church, Morrisonville, IL. 

 Change the name of the Church (see above) 

 Secure a new Employer Identification Number using the new name - done 

 Secure a letter of tax exemption through the Evangelical Presbyterian Church’s 

501c3 – done, see above 
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 Notify insurance company of the change in name and denominational affiliation.  

This is particularly important for the Board of Directors Liability Insurance. 

 Notify all vendors of the denomination affiliation change and new name. 

 Give banks, utilities, vendors the new 501c3 letter and new name and inform 

them of change in denominational affiliation. 

 Change the title for vehicles, for property (church and manse). 

 Change the by-laws to reflect the new denominational affiliation. 

 Change the name and file new copy of 501c3 letter with any licensing 

companies/contracts like CCLI, etc. 

 Publish any and all legal notices as may be required by law. 

 

A number of these items have already been completed, contrary to our recommendation.  An 

agreement will be signed assuring that the above items will be completed immediately upon 

receipt into the Evangelical Presbyterian Church at the next meeting of the Presbytery of 

Rivers and Lakes which will be held on April 25 and 26, 2014.  They have passed examination 

by the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.  If they are not received by the EPC (which is 

unusual after they pass examination) they will remain a congregation of the PC (USA) until 

such time as they are received by the EPC. 

 

Rationale: 

First, after reflection (on the Listening Team report, the relationships formed in this process, etc.) 

it is the belief of the Administrative Commission that the First Presbyterian Church, 

Morrisonville, IL, is called to leave the Presbyterian Church (USA) in order to affiliate with a 

denomination more in line with their theological and Biblical beliefs.  They believe that another 

denomination will be less costly, but we cannot comment on that. 

Second, the Administrative Commission’s work with the Morrisonville congregation was guided 

by the following principles:  consistency, pastoral responsibility, gracious witness, and openness 

and transparency. 

“ In the recent General Assembly Permanent Judicial Commission (GAPJC) case, Tom v. Pby of 

San Francisco, the GAPJC authoritatively interpreted how the Trust Clause found in the Book of 

Order at G-4.0203 interacts with Gracious Dismissal Policies. 

2. Believing that trying to exercise this responsibility and power through litigation is deadly to 

the cause of Christ, impacting the local church, other parts of the Body of Christ and ecumenical 

relationships, and our witness to Christ in the world around us, [the General Assembly] urges 

[congregations considering leaving the denomination,] presbyteries[,] and synods to implement 

a process using the following principles:  

• Consistency: The local authority delegated to presbyteries is guided and shaped by our shared 

faith, service, and witness to Jesus Christ.  
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• Pastoral Responsibility: The requirement in G-11.0103i to consult with the members of a 

church seeking dismissal highlights the presbytery's pastoral responsibility, which must not be 

submerged beneath other responsibilities.  

• Accountability: For a governing body, accountability rightly dictates fiduciary and 

connectional concerns, raising general issues of property (G-8.0000) and specific issues of 

schism within a congregation (G-8.0600). But, full accountability also requires preeminent 

concern with "caring for the flock."  

• Gracious Witness: It is our belief that Scripture and the Holy Spirit require a gracious witness 

from us rather than a harsh legalism.  

• Openness and Transparency: Early, open communication and transparency about principles 

and process of dismissal necessarily serve truth, order, and goodness, and work against seeking 

civil litigation as a solution. 

 

Third, the session has chosen to insure the building and its contents at a replacement value of 

$1,353,000.  Replacement value insurance values are substantially higher than a real estate 

appraisal figure.  This is especially true for an older church building that has a number of 

antiques and other furnishings that would expensive to replace in their exact form.  Based on the 

other appraisals for church buildings in our Presbytery (conducted in 2013) that were larger, 

(Hillsboro church building was appraised at $285,000; Allendale church building was appraised 

at $206,500; we believe it is safe to estimate that the building, were it to be appraised would be 

under $200,000.  The Administrative Commission believes it would be difficult to find a buyer 

for the church building at or even near that value.  The costs associated with maintaining the 

vacant building until it is sold should be considered – maintenance, security, utilities, etc. 

 

Fourth, the neighboring Presbyterian congregations are not the size nor have the financial 

resources that would benefit from moving into the Morrisonville building. 

 

Fifth, since no members of the Morrisonville congregation indicated that they wished to maintain 

their membership in the Presbytery, it was felt that dividing the congregation would not be 

feasible nor could the Presbytery use the facility for a New Church Development. 

 

Sixth, while the Morrisonville’s dissatisfaction with the PC (USA) was relatively hidden from 

others members of the Presbytery, once they told their story it was clear that they had been 

dissatisfied for years, if not decades.   

 

Seventh, their dissatisfaction with the Board of Pensions is irreconcilable and as such, has also 

exacerbated their dissatisfaction with the PC (USA).  When they sought to cut costs by asking 

representatives of the Board of Pensions if their pastor could be removed from the Board of 

Pensions and placed on his wife’s insurance, the answer was consistently “No.”  Representatives 

from the Morrisonville church did not understand that using the words “pastor” or “minister” 

was heard by the Board of Pensions representatives as “Minister of the Word and Sacrament” or 

“Teaching Elder” and they are required to participate in the Plan.  If the Morrisonville 

representatives had understood that their leader is a Commissioned “Lay Pastor” or “Ruling 

Elder” and asked about that, they would have received a completely different answer.  However, 

their knowledge of PC (USA) vocabulary and polity is weak.   
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Eighth, despite their differences with the PC (USA), the Morrisonville congregation has always 

paid their per capita and been supportive of other missions with connections to the Presbytery. 

 

Finally, believing that the Presbytery and the body of Christ would not be furthered by litigation 

nor possession of an empty building, the Administrative Commission (by split decision of 4-1) 

brings the following information and recommendations to the Presbytery of Southeastern IL 

for approval. 

 

 That the First Presbyterian Church, Morrisonville, Illinois, be dismissed from the 

Presbyterian Church (USA) and the Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois pending reception 

and enrollment by the Evangelical Presbyterian Church and the Presbytery of Rivers and 

Lakes.  To the extent lawful, all property, assets, membership, rights, privileges, 

responsibilities and liabilities will be transferred to the newly formed Not For Profit 

Church which will be known as First Presbyterian Church of Morrisonville, IL and will 

be under the jurisdiction of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church conditioned upon the 

actions of Item 6 occurring by the dates specified conditioned upon accuracy of all 

representations and assurances, including those listed in Item 6 above. 

 

 Authorize the Stated Clerk, Rev. Cynthia Bean and/or Treasurer Paul Saegesser, officers 

of the Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois to take any and all actions necessary to fulfill 

intent and purpose of this action, including signing deeds, contracts and other required 

legal documents. 

 

 That the Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois dismiss Commissioned Ruling Elder Jim 

Ferrill to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church and into membership in the Presbytery of 

Rivers and Lakes. 

 

 That the Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois receive the gift of $5,000 from the 

Morrisonville congregation and that the gift be used to pay for per capita expenses owed 

through the time of dismissal and for church redevelopment efforts that are approved by 

the General Council the Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois. 

 

 That the Morrisonville Administrative Commission be dismissed with thanks. 
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